
     

 

MEDIA RELEASE - 4 December 2009 

 
D-day for the Kimberley as governments ignore environmental laws  

 
Barnett; Ferguson set stage for legal challenge  

 
Decisions by WA Premier Colin Barnett and Commonwealth Resources Minister Martin Ferguson to 
force industrial LNG development on the Pristine Kimberley Coast ahead of an environmental 
assessment demonstrate reckless disregard for environmental laws, and open the door for legal 
challenge, according to environment groups opposed to the plan. 
 
“Today’s decision by Premier Barnett on the site for an industrial gas hub, and yesterday’s 
announcement by Commonwealth Minister Ferguson that joint venture partners would be forced to 
choose a development location for Browse LNG within 120 days have combined to set a D-day for the 
Kimberley” said Piers Verstegen, Director of the WA Conservation Council. 
 
Josh Coates, Kimberley Campaigner with the Wilderness Society WA said that, “Recently released 
research conducted by local whale experts clearly shows that the site chosen by Premier Barnett is part 
of one of the most important humpback whale calving and feeding grounds in the world.” 
 
“Environmental assessments for the area have not been completed but the Premier and Woodside are 
so determined to industrialise the Kimberley they are prepared to disregard the intent of State and 
Federal agreements and environmental law, raising the strong prospect of legal challenge.” 
 
Martin Pritchard, Director of Environs Kimberley said, “The Premier has a made a huge mistake in trying 
to get this gas hub and industrial port built in the Kimberley; he’s in such a hurry that he’s forgotten 
about the need to follow commonwealth and state environmental laws.” 
  
“This decisions by Premier Barnett, and yesterday’s announcement by Minister Ferguson that joint 
venture partners would be forced to choose a development location for Browse LNG within 120 days 
demonstrates that both State and Commonwealth governments have no regard for the environmental 
impact assessment process that is required under State and Commonwealth law.” 
 
Piers Verstegen said, “The community has become used to the WA government overturing 
recommendations by the EPA, but here we have both State and Commonwealth governments 
proceeding to force development before the required assessments have even been completed.” 
 
“These reckless decisions can only open up legal challenges and the consequences of that are 
potentially years of court hearings, this is exactly the opposite of what potential investors and share 
holders want to hear,” concluded Mr. Verstegen 
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