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November 11, 2010

Machinery rolls on to James Price Point site following Minister Burke’s visit

At the very same time as Federal Environment Minister Burke was visiting James Price Point for the first
time in his new portfolio this morning, Woodside was loading machinery onto trucks at the Broome port
in readiness to head out to the site for work to begin.

Broome-based environment group Environs Kimberley has called on the Environment Minister to clarify
the role that the Australian government will play in assessing the proposal for gas refineries at James
Price Point.

Preliminary survey ground-disturbing works have already begun on site, meanwhile a landclearing
application is being challenged by Traditional Owners in the Federal Court.

“The Minister assured people in the Kimberley today that the final environmental approvals for this
process are his responsibility alone — but if works are already beginning on one site, prior to the federal
government formally selecting a site where this development should occur, the community could be
forgiven for lacking confidence in this decision making process.

The Broome Shire Council has a confused position on this issue, the state government is doggedly
pursuing James Price Point as the only site for this development, and the Australian Government
apparently has yet to come to a view as to where this development should be located. How on earth is
the community to make sense of this?

“We would like to know why these works are being conducted prior to any decision on the gas refinery
by the Minister for the Environment.” said Environs Kimberley Director Martin Pritchard.
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